
10 - 13 April 08
 Theatre by the Lake & Alhambra Cinema, Keswick

the 9th



As the Keswick Film Festival enters its 
tenth year we welcome those who 
have been before and our new 
�lm-goers. On the feedback from 
the Feb Film event a number of 
people used the words �friendly� and 
�welcoming� as well as giving the 
�lms excellent scores and overall they 
attracted good attendance. 
Once again we believe we have a 
great line-up  for you at this main 
event. We have nine pre-releases, 
�lms from Iraq, Israel, Italy, France, 
Hungary, Mexico, Estonia, Germany, 
Russia, Switzerland and the Czech 
Republic as well as the UK and the US. 
There is the opportunity to see three 
Michael Winner �lms and to hear him 
talk about his life in �lm-making. 
We also have Carl Hunter who made 
Grow Your Own talking about his �lm.
As usual thanks and congratulations 
go to the committee, those who have 
sponsored and supported us, and to 
you, our loyal audience.  Each year 
we look at how we can continue to 
do the things that work better and how 
to add in something slightly new and 
different for you, the audience to enjoy. 
Let us know in the feedback and have 
an excellent weekend.

Ann Martin, Co-ordinator

Welcome



Pricing Extras
	 Single

                         £ 3
                         £ 4

                              £ 5

	 Pass

                     £ 21
                         £ 32

                              £ 40

Please Note
Passes allow entry for all events including talks (but 
not workshops) but do not guarantee entry to any 
particular event. For events in the Studio passholders 
are advised to reserve a seat in advance.

Shorts Competition 
- Free entry
- Sunday 10:30 in the Studio

All entrants or short �lms will have some 
relation to Cumbria. This is run in 
conjunction with the Carlisle Film 
Collective. The short listed �lms will be 
screened and the winners announced

Script to Screen
- £5 (not included in the pass)
- Saturday 9:30-11:45 at Theatre by the Lake

A �lm workshop run by Carlisle Film 
Collective. Check website and posters 
for further details

Michael Winner Talk 
- Priced as �lms, free to passholders
- Saturday 15:00 in the Theatre

My Life in the Movies and Other Places

Circle Gallery, Theatre by the Lake
To accompany the 9th Keswick Film 
Festival, this exhibition displays a 
selection of �lm-related scenes from 
World War II Britain. The images are 
drawn from the Daily Herald picture 
library, now housed at the National 
Media Museum.

Concessionary Price
Film Club Members
Non-Members

Concessions
- Under 16 years of age
- in full time education
- registered unwaged

Advance Sales				 
Theatre by the Lake, Keswick		
- www.theatrebythelake.com		
- 017687 74411				  
- open 9:30am-8:00pm
- until 30 mins before screening
- passholders reservation tickets for 
- studio performances

On the Door Sales
Theatre by the Lake, Keswick
Lonsdale Alhambra Cinema, Keswick
- single tickets available 30 mins prior 

to each �lm
- Thursday, pass collection and sale 

from 6:30pm Theatre by the Lake

www.keswick�lmfestival.org





Opening Party
18:30, Theatre

Opening Film TBC
19:30, Theatre

Thursday

Our Opening Film will be announced 
soon. Sadly we heard just before the 
brochure was going to press that Mr 
Bhatti on Chutti, the Bollywood type 
�lm made in Carlisle and the Lake 
District is unlikely to be ready in time 
so we have delayed the printing 
of the brochure to change the 
information in this slot. 

We are chasing an excellent substitute 
�lm and will be announcing this as 
soon as we know its de�nite.

As usual the Opening Party is for 
pass-holders and invited guests. 
We hope to be joined by some of 
our guest directors and producers 
and there will be food and drinks 
available.

Sponsored by:





In 2003, in the aftermath of Iraq�s 
invasion, the patients of a mental 
hospital escape into the crazed 
Baghdad world.  Medical student 
Mehdi, trapped in lowly work by his 
late father�s activism against Saddam, 
gets the help of patriotic soldier (and 
asylum inmate) Ali to round up the lost 
patients � among them Ahlaam in her 
wedding dress, searching hopelessly 
for her lost �ancØ.  This is an un�inching 
story of life pre- and post-Saddam, a 
rare chance to see an Iraqi point-of-
view.  The �lm-makers were kidnapped 
by insurgents and interrogated by US 
soldiers during the shoot, yet survived 
to tell an extraordinary tale.  �That 
any �lm should be made under such 
circumstances is extraordinary in itself, 
but that the �lm should also look so 
good and be so compelling, is nothing 
short of a miracle.�  (Anton Bitel, 
Channel 4 Film)
Thanks to Winstone Film Distributors
Iraq, 2005, Subtitles, 111 mins

Ahlaam (15)

Mohamed Al Daradji
14:15, Theatre

Friday

This directing debut garnered a 
number of European awards in 2006 
but is only now reaching our shores.  
A father struggles to bring up his 
daughter and son in a cramped Rome 
apartment.  Seen from the plaintive 
point of view of the son 
(a scintillating performance by 
11-year-old Alessandro Morace), the 
�lm charts the effects of the mother�s 
surprise return, the volatility of the 
father and the delicate changes the 
boy is undergoing.  �Affecting and 
quite brilliantly acted�a heartfelt �lm 
that lingers in the mind.� (Peter Whittle, 
Sunday Times)
Thanks to Axiom Films
Italy, 2006, Subtitles, 108 mins

Libero (15)
(Anche libero va bene)

Kim Rossi Stuart
12:00, Studio



This multiple international award-
winner (including the jury prize at 
Cannes 2007) begins with a lengthy 
shot of dawn over the north Mexican 
plains.  But this is not everyday Mexico: 
we are in a Mennonite community that 
still speaks the Dutch-German dialect 
of their founders.  At the same leisurely 
pace, there unfolds a stately yet 
disturbing drama, of the passion of an 
upright member of the community for 
a married woman, and the burden this 
places on the man�s wife, who knows 
of the affair from the outset.  Reygadas 
uses breathtaking camerawork and 
non-professional actors to convey 
the strangeness of this world and of 
his story, a remarkable advance on 
his previous two �lms..  �Startling and 
engaging� (Kate Lloyd, BBCi)
Thanks to Winstone Film Distributors
Mexico/France/Netherlands/
Germany, 2007, Subtitles, 136 mins

Silent Light (15)
(Stellet licht)

Carlos Reygadas
17:00, Theatre

At the height of the Sixties, Winner�s 
fast-paced directing style combined 
with the subversive humour of Clement 
and La Frenais to produce this popular 
comedy-thriller.  Michael Crawford and 
Oliver Reed are brothers whose love 
for practical jokes leads them to keep 
upping the ante until their next project 
is to steal the crown jewels � just to 
show it can be done.  �Sight gags 
and underplayed British throwaway 
gags are interleaved neatly with the 
growing suspense over whether the 
guys will succeed.�  (Variety in 1967)  
�Oliver Reed is very funny as a weary, 
wise, heroic-but-modest military man.� 
(Roger Ebert in 1968, Chicago 
Sun-Times)
Michael Winner�s own print
UK, 1967, 96 mins

The Jokers (U)

Michael Winner
15:00, Alhambra



Raag was apparently inspired by the 
Columbine high-school massacre to 
make this award-winning �lm.  He took 
a different approach from Gus van 
Sant�s Elephant, however, gathering 
together a group of inexperienced 
young actors in workshops out of 
which the story emerged, with great 
credit to all involved, and offering 
an explanation of how such horror 
comes about.  Two 16-year-old school 
outsiders try to protect each other, 
but �nd the bullying of their peers 
growing in intensity.  Soon there seems 
only one way out.  �Asks a lot of ugly 
questions about peer pressure, bullying 
and one�s rights to revenge or at least 
defend oneself�accomplished�� 
(Boyd van Hoeij, European-�lms.net)
UK premiere � Thanks to Amrion OÜ
Estonia, 2007, Subtitles, 99 mins

Oliver Reed plays a zoo-keeping 
prisoner of war charged with looking 
after Lucy the elephant when she 
has to be moved, owing to the small 
matter of the Second World War going 
on all around them, from Berlin to 
Innsbruck.  �Hannibal Brooks, like Lucy, 
has a kind of slow, tranquilized dignity 
and a disarming desire to please.� 
(Vincent Canby, New York Times)  Long 
before Porridge or Auf Wiedersehn Pet, 
the venerable writing team of Clement 
and La Frenais penned this quirky and 
funny romp.  � A novel and picturesque 
take on the traditional escape-based 
war movie.�  (Graeme Clark, The 
Spinning Image)
Michael Winner�s own print
UK, 1969, 102 mins

*PR = PreRelease

The Class (PR) 
(Klass)

Ilmar Raag
17:00, Studio

Hannibal Brooks (U)

Michael Winner
18:00, Alhambra



Ryan Gosling makes an excellent 
job of playing Lars - the shy, possibly 
borderline autistic in this touching 
comedy of a young man who hits 
on the delusional idea of taking a 
life-sized doll along as his girlfriend 
to enable him to make social contact. 
Fine supporting acting from Patricia 
Clarkson as the family doctor, sensitive 
to the suffering caused by the loss of 
his parents, advises Lars� remaining 
relatives (Emily Mortimer and Paul 
Schneider) to indulge the make-
believe for therapeutic reasons. 
There is �ne interaction of the 
characters in Gillespie�s clever 
direction � even the mail-order 
�ancØe seems to come to life - and 
serious themes are treated without 
undermining the engaging comedy 
of the whole.
Thanks to Verve Pictures
US, 2007, 106 mins

Lars and the Real Girl (12a)

Craig Gillespie
20:30, Alhambra

Isabelle Huppert plays the mother of 
teenage sons who are possessive and 
self-centred.  When she transgresses 
their world of secrets, and suggests 
she sells the house in which they live 
so she can start anew with her man 
friend, a family tragedy is set in motion.  
Powerful acting from Huppert, and 
from JØrØmie Renier alongside his real-
life brother as the two sons, combine 
with restrained but un�inching 
direction to make this an emotional 
thriller, a gripping family drama which 
��etches the line between love and 
hate with a savagery that is almost 
unprecedented� (LA Times)
UK premiere � thanks to Soda Pictures
France/Belgium/Luxembourg, 2006  
Subtitles, 105 mins

Private Property (PR)
(Nue PropriØtØ)

Joachim Lafosse
20:15, Theatre


